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Departed Penshurst at 8 am with 42 of us onboard and light 
showers around.  For the first time, we were using Hopkinsons 
Coaches and driver, Chris.  When our new day trip organisers 
offered their assistance last year, they decided to go with a 

coach company that did most of the arranging – much less stressful.  We will continue to use the former 
company, McDermott Chartours, for our extended touring. 
 
Doing his best to avoid the appalling traffic, Chris still got caught up in it, due to a nasty crash in the airport 
tunnel.  We were so late, that he phoned both Fantasea Palm Beach Ferries and Club Palm Beach to push 
back our arrival times by an hour.   
 
Anyway, it took two hours to reach Dee Why, with a service station toilet stop at Narrabeen and arrival at 
beautiful Palm Beach after 11 am, the original time of our ferry ride.  Morning tea went well, thanks to the 
club which very kindly allowed us access to their auditorium in order to enjoy a cuppa away from the rain.   
From there, it was a couple of minute’s drive to the wharf for the regular 12 noon ferry.   
 
Fantasea’s boat “Myra”, is a timber river ferry built in 1985 with 
large main and open top decks.  Due to the light showers, only the 
hardiest of us sat upstairs, but some managed to get photos from 
a tiny sheltered area at the rear of the vessel.  It was a shame, but 
we were fortunate really, as atrocious weather over the following 
three days would disable many parts of Sydney.   Stops during the 
regular 45-minute Pittwater ferry ride were at Bennetts, Bonnie 
Doon, The Basin and Mackerel Beach, but not Currawong that day.  
A delightful trip, not nearly long enough, with gorgeous beaches 
tucked away in tiny tranquil bays.  The Basin is particularly popular with campers – many using the ferry 
service to access the excellent picnic facilities, great camping grounds and a protected swimming lagoon.    
 
All too soon, we hopped back on the coach for a quick return to Club Palm Beach and our pre-ordered        
1 pm lunch.  We’d been given a choice of three meals plus a dessert.  The food was plentiful and we 
enjoyed it.  No tea and coffee included, but we had the option of purchasing those, and many made use of 
the bar.  We left there at 2.20 pm for the Baháʼí Temple near Mona Vale.   There was still the odd shower 
around, but it was such a pretty drive back to Newport and the views overlooking Bilgola Beach.   
 

Even though we only had 30 minutes at the temple, we were warmly 
greeted by staff and ushered to the main building where they supplied 
us with information about their religion and a little prayer book.  (Baha’i 
faith in Australia began in 1920 with the arrival in Sydney of John Henry 
Hyde Dunn and Clara Dunn who had become Baha’is in the USA in the 
early twentieth century.)  Many of us sat inside, using the few minutes 
available to admire our surroundings.  It’s a pretty building that is well-
known to Sydneysiders from the outside, but very uncomplicated and 

simply furnished inside.  The adjacent gardens are obviously lovingly tended. 
 
Janice Royal and Irene Ford won the Lucky Seat prizes, as we made our way back home through Pymble 
and Ryde.  A much easier ride than earlier in the day, and we were at Penshurst well before 5 pm 


